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Administrative History: Artificial collection created by WKU Archives to group Bemis Lawrence Hall images 
together.  The majority of the photos are from WKU sources, but some donated by individuals.   
 
Other Names - Dormitory 6 
Date Built - 1966 
Cost of Construction - $1,300,000 
Gross Square Feet - 74,426 (1969) 
Architects - Frank Cain, W.S. Arrasmith, Arnold Judd & Joseph Wilk 
 
Namesake: 
Bemis Lawrence served as Vice-Chairman of WKU's Board of Regents from 1955 to 1966.  He was born 
December 1, 1914 in Tompkinsville, Kentucky.  Lawrence received his A.B. degree from Western in 1936 and 
earned his Bachelor of Laws degree in 1940 at the University of Louisville.  He served as county commissioner 
of Jefferson County Fiscal Court, president of the Louisville Bar Association and taught real estate law at the 
University of Louisville.  Lawrence also served as an administrative assistant to J. Edgar Hoover in the FBI 
during the 1940s.  He died August 21, 1975 while boating on Lake Cumberland. 
 
History: 
Constructed in conjunction with Barnes-Campbell. Bemis Lawrence was dedicated on October 14, 1967. The 9 
story men's dormitory was equipped with air-conditioning, self-service elevators, a spacious lobby and waiting 
areas, and apartments for a director and an assistant director. Bemis Lawrence housed 392 men. Each room 
accommodated 2 students. 
 
Additions: 
2002 - created 12 new rooms making a total of 374 
 




Extent: 2 folders, 8 negatives 
 
 
Subject Analytics:  
Bemis Lawrence Hall (WKU) 
Dormitories 
Residential facilities 
Western Kentucky University 
 




Accession Information: These records transferred to WKU Archives upon its creation. 
 
Access Restrictions: none 
 
Allied Materials:  
Images with UA1C2/8 prefix 
UA12/5 Housing & Residence Life 
UA30/1/2 Planning, Design & Construction Building File 
 
Preferred Citation: UA1C2/, WKU Archives, Bowling Green, Kentucky, USA. 
 
Processing Information: Records processed and collection inventory created 2019. 
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